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ORDER OF SERVICE 
Preludes Herr Christ, der ein’ge Gottes Sohn   Dupré 
 Lob sei dem Allmächtigen Gott    Dupré 
 Herr Christ, der ein’ge Gottes Sohn   Walther 
Entry of the Bible 
Welcome and Announcements   
Introit  The King shall come  Harris 
Call to Worship  Barry and Crystal 
   V1. The prophet Isaiah announced that people of all nations will  
  come to the mountain of the Lord and learn God’s ways.   

 V2. When we look at this suffering world, we know we need to  
  follow God’s ways.    

 V 1. God will settle disputes among the nations. Weapons will be  
  transformed into tools for planting and growth. Nations will live 
  in peace — no more will they prepare for war.    

 V2. We cling to that promise and light this candle of hope, inspired  
  by a vision of a world where children grow into adulthood, and  
  parents live to old age.  

 

As the candle of hope is lit, please sing v.1 of hymn 124   

 Let us pray together:  
  Living God, make us more aware of your presence. We trust  
  your promises and wait with hopeful hearts.  
  Come, Lord Jesus. Amen 
 

Hymn   Prepare the way, O Zion      129 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession     
Words of Assurance 
Gospel Box 
Lord’s Prayer 
Scripture Lesson  
Hymn Thy kingdom come        784 
Message “Are You Ready?” 
Anthem The Lord will come and not be slow     Bourgeois 
Invitation to the Offering 
Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow      830 



Dedication of Offering         
Prayers of the People  Responsive: Lord in your mercy  
      Hear our prayer 
Hymn Herald! Sound the note of judgement        117  
Benediction and Choral Amen 
Postlude  Herr Christ, der ein’ ge Gottes Sohn  J.S. Bach 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS 

Psalm 122 
I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
 Now our feet are standing 
 within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem is built as a city 
that is at unity with itself. 
 To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 
 the assembly of Israel, 
 to praise the name of the Lord. 
For there are the thrones of judgement,  
the thrones of the house of David. 
 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
 “May they prosper who love you. 
Peace be within your walls 
and quietness within your towers. 
 For my kindred and companions’ sake, 
 I pray for your prosperity. 
Because of the house of the Lord our God, 
I will seek to do you good.” 



Matthew 24:36-44 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. As it was in the days of 
Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days 
before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew 
nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them 
all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. Two 
men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. Two 
women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the 
other left. 
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your 
Lord will come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had 
known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept 
watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So you also 
must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you 
do not expect him. 
 
 

For the word of God in Scripture 
For the word of God within us 
For the word of God around us 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Introit: The King shall come 
 

The King shall come when morning dawns,  
and light triumphant breaks;  

When beauty gilds the eastern hills, and life to joy awakes. 
Not as of old a little child to bear, and fight, and die, 

But crowned with glory like the sun  
that lights the morning sky  

 

Music: Kentucky Harmony of 1816 
Text: Greek, anonymous. Transl. John Brownlie (1857-1925) 

 
 
 



NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
 With the new season of Advent, we approach Christmas with some 
wonderful Advent hymns and so the choral and organ music is all 
based on some well-known and some not so well-known. Two great 
old German chorales are the basis for the organ music. Herr Christ, der 
ein’ ge Gottes Sohn (Christ my Lord, God’s only begotten Son) comes from a 
tune from the fifteenth century and the German words from 1535. A 
translation by Catherine Winkworth follows: 
 “O Thou, of God the Father the true Eternal Son,/ of whom ‘tis surely 
 written, that Thou with Him art one;/ Thou art the bright and morning 
 star, beyond all other radiance/ Thy glory streams afar.”   

 In searching for chorale preludes based on this tune, I came across one 
by Johann Gottfried Walther (1684-1748) and one by J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
which are used for the third Prelude and the Postlude. It is astonishing how 
similar they are. The two composers were almost exact contemporaries and 
were in fact cousins. One has to ask, did Walther copy from Bach or the other 
way around. Or did they have a contest using the same melody and triadic 
rhythmical figure? Walther’s piece was published before Bach’s, but it is really 
difficult to know how one might have influenced the other. For the Postlude, 
Bach’s arrangement is preceded by his own harmonized version of the 
original chorale. A very different version by Marcel Dupré is presented as the 
first Prelude. 
 My first organ teacher had studied and taught at the Paris Conservatoire, 
and introduced me to the chorale preludes of Dupré as my first pieces of 
study. Marcel Dupré (1886-1871) composed many chorale preludes and we 
hear Lob sei dem Allmächtigen Gott for the second Prelude. We are 
more familiar with the Latin name for the tune: Creator Alme Siderum 
which is found as hymn #111.  
 The Anthem and Introit are definitely for the season. The Anthem 
is one of my favourite hymns with music and words by two of the 
greats: Louis Bourgeois composed and compiled some great hymns in 
the early years of the Reformation and can you get any greater author 
than John Milton? The words of the Introit were translated from Greek 
by John Brownlie in 1907 and appeared as a hymn in the previous 
edition of our Book of Praise. The tune comes from one of the first 
collections of early American hymn tunes entitled Kentucky Harmony of 
1816. The tune has an amazing resemblance to an 18th century English 
folk tune called “The Turtle Dove”. Perhaps like Bach and Walther, the 
composers of the two tunes were cousins. 



Anthem: The Lord will come and not be slow  
 

The Lord will come and not be slow, His footsteps cannot err; 
Before Him righteousness shall go, His royal harbinger. 

Truth from the earth, like to a flower,  
Shall bud and blossom then; 

And justice, from her heavenly bower,  
Look down on mortal men. 

 
The nations all whom Thou hast made  

Shall come, and all shall frame 
To bow them low before Thee, Lord,  

And glorify Thy Name. 
For great Thou art, and wonders great 

 By Thy strong hand are done: 
Thou in Thy everlasting seat Remainest God alone 

 
Music: Louis Bourgeois,(c.1510-c.1561) 

Words: paraphrase of Psalms 85,86, John Milton (1608-1674) 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome 
We extend a warm welcome to all who are worshipping with us this 
week, in person and online. We are happy that you’re here, and hope 
you find the service meaningful and satisfying.  Please stay for our 
November potluck in the Hall immediately after the service. 
 
Advent Giving Tree 
Advent is a time to celebrate God’s great gift of love by sharing gifts 
with others. The Missions Committee has chosen Interval House – a 
Women’s Shelter in our neighbourhood. The items most needed by the 
clientele are: Socks, mitts, scarves, hats, hairbrushes, slippers, pyjamas, 
bathrobe, hand lotion, craft kits for children. Please hang your gifts on 
the tree or place them in the hampers beneath. Items should be new 
and not wrapped. Handmade gifts are always appreciated. We hope 
you can help us make someone’s Christmas a little brighter. 



Gifts of Change Tree 
Not to be confused with the Advent Giving Tree above, this is the little tree 
on the table at the back of the sanctuary just as you enter. Like we did for the 
past few years, you can make a donation in one of the envelopes beneath the 
tree and then hang a red bauble on the tree. All monies collected will go to 
the project “From Sickness to Strength” (page 5 in Gifts of Change) 
Preventable illnesses and inadequate access to primary health care 
impact many in the Global South. Your gifts bring medical care and 
supplies to remote villages and tackle disease and malnourishment for 
those most affected.” 
 
 

 
 
Young Adults Group 
20-40ish group will meet on Sundays (Dec 7, 14, 21) at 8:30 a.m. Please 
contact Nancy at nancyhancock2012@gmail.com for the location. 
 
Budget 
It is that time of year when the 2026 budget requirements need to be 
provided to the Finance Committee. Committee Chairs, please drop off 
your 2026 financial request to Candace by the end of the week, in 
person, by phone or by email.  Thank you! 
 
 

 
 
 
SERVING THIS MORNING 
Beadle: Larry  
Livestreaming: Christopher  
Flowers Susan and David  
Ushers today: Elaine and Pat   
Ushers 7 December: Elders 



Mission Moment – Hope and Education in Pakistan 
 

Twelve-year-old 
Sapna and her 10-
year-old sister 
Raksha are part of 
a story that is 
reshaping their 
village’s future. 
Not long ago, the 
girls’ school in their 
village was closed, 
leaving many 
without a chance 

to learn. But everything changed when PWS&D’s partner stepped in 
and reopened the girls’ school. From the moment the doors opened, a 
new chapter began, not just for Sapna and Raksha, but for every girl in 
the village. Now, every morning, the girls eagerly head to school with 
bright smiles and hearts full of hope. One of the things they love most 
is the delicious meals they receive every day at school. Because of 
these meals, more girls in the village are coming to school. The village 
has changed because of this project. Enrolment has risen, and the 
excitement to learn is growing every day.  
 
This Advent season, faithfully respond to help ensure girls have access 
to education. 
WeRespond.ca 
 
 

https://presbyterian.ca/pwsd/
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